PAGE 2 
Opinion: 
*The ACT isn’t Necessary* 
* Taking Drills Seriously* 


—— 
PAGES 
*Raising Cane’s 


*Drug Testing Possible* 


~- 
PAGE 8 
*ReVISION Grant* 
*Students Show Support 
for Each Other* 


o--- 
PAGE 9 
Game Reviews 
*Fallout 4* 
* Black Ops III* 


4; 


Imatvolk 


NORTHWEST HIGH SCHOOL GRAND ISLAND, NEBRASKA NOVEMBER 2015 ISSUE 3. 


H 
—~ Wh vas, “——_——o | —_ 


ALEX STOCKER, 
CO-EDITOR 


Most juniors and 
seniors know what 
this is going to be 
about, and those of 

you who haven't had the privilege 
of taking the “wonderful” ACT 
test will learn soon enough. The 
ACT test is one of the most dread- 
ed things one should do in high 
school. The ACT makes our state 
required testing look like a piece 
of cake, and it can be a student's 
worst nightmare, especially to 
those who don't test well. 

The ACT is a test that most 
colleges use for admission, schol- 
arship committees use for deter- 
mining awards, and high schools 
use to assess student progress. So 
why does the ACT test things that 
not everyone knows? 

My big rant about the ACT test 
is the science portion of it and, 
boy oh boy, do I have some words 
to say about that part. In this por- 
tion there are approximately six 
graphs and that you have to read 
and then answer five or six ques- 
tions. | feel that the whole science 
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What is the first 
thing everyone does 
when the fire alarm 

goes off? They moan and slump out 

of the building. No hustle, and no 
sense of urgency. 

When it is announced that there 
will be an intruder drill, students 
rejoice because it means that you 
have a free day in whatever class 
you're in. 

Whoever first enforced these 
drills did not have this in mind. 
They wanted this to be serious and 
wanted students to learn what to do 
in case of an emergency, not dilly- 
dally and goof around. 

But of course, high school stu- 

dents are naturally very immature 

and have no idea what they are do- 
ing. They just simply think that it is 
okay to goof around and act stupid 


A fire drill is when an alarm 


portion of the test should be about 
more than interpreting graphs. 
Why not test students on basic 
things that they need to know for 
their standardized testing? All stu- 
dents should know what Sir Isaac 
Newton did, or that everything is 
made up of atoms and cells. 
Sometimes | think about how 
big of a scam the ACT is. How 
many different resources are avail- 
able to help “study” for the ACT 
test that promise an increase in 
your score? Just here at Northwest, 
students are offered the oppor- 
tunity to take John Baylor Test 
Prep, online ACT prep materials, 
and an ACT prep class at Central 
Community College. However, | 
have seen where some students 
have taken these prep classes and 
their scores have either stayed the 
same or have even gone down. 
So do you get your money back if 
these resources don’t do what they 
promise? That would be a big NO! 
Think about how much money 
the ACT test makes each time 
you take their test. It costs you, ot 
your parents, approximately $50 
a test each time you take it. Yes, 


goes off and everyone evacuates 
the building. Each classroom has 

a plan and know what door to exit 
from. Once outside, we wait until 
they say it is safe to come inside 

Nebraska schools have a fire 
drill once a month, because it is the 
law. Every time the alarms sound, 
students still act like it is such a 
surprise and they groan and slump 
out of their seats. 

Do you know why we practice 
fire drills at school? There have 
been almost zero deaths in the past 
30 years--due to the effectiveness of 
drilling students on this task. 

These drills are not meant to an- 
noy students, They are made so we 
will be ready for real disasters. 

An intruder drill is when a 
school pretends that there is a dan- 
gerous person inside the building. 
The teachers lock the doors, turn 
off the lights, and have the children 
hide in a corner or behind some- 
thing 


Why the ACT should not be required 


the ACT does have some expenses 
involved, like all the test booklets 
and Scantron sheets, the postage 
for shipping the test to the test site 
and back to ACT, and the cost of 
writing the test. However, they still 
make plenty of money, especially 
when they sell your name to col- 
leges who send you junk mail that 
you don’t want. 

The ACT puts a lot of pressure 
on students. If | don’t do well, will 
I still get into the college of my 
dreams? If | don’t do well, will | 
get very many scholarships? Well, 
being a seasoned veteran in taking 
the ACT test, my advice is to not 
worry so much. Believe me when I 
tell you that it doesn’t help to worry 
excessively about it. One thing that 
I think teachers of core subjects 
might be able to implement into 
their curriculum would be spend- 
ing a little time once every other 
week or so going over some basic 
things covered on the ACT test. 

I know that teachers often 
times have a hard time knowing 
what to do on a 12:39 dismissal 
day; maybe they could use those 
days to go over ACT questions. 


Students need to take safety drills seriously 


These intruder drills are enforced 
so the students and staff can learn 
what to do if there was really a dan- 
gerous person in the school. 

Intruder drills have taken place 
in more schools since the Sandy 
Hook shooting in 2012. This horri- 
ble shooting has affected us all in 
one way or another 

It showed us that we need to 
have a plan. Students are loud and 
obnoxious during these drills. They 
joke around and aren’t being smart 
We have to prepare for the worst. 

if there was really an intruder 
in the school, students would not 
know how to react because they 
are so unprepared. 

[really think that people need 
to start taking these things seriously. 
Real people have died from intrud- 
er attacks, 

Think about the people that died 
the next time there is a drill. | think 
you might take this a little more 
seriously next time. 
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Drug Testing could have a future at Northwest 


ALEX STOCKER, 
CO - EDITOR 


One of the new items of busi- 
ness that was discussed at the 
November Board of Education 
meeting was the idea of random- 
ly drug testing students who are 
involved in extracurricular ac- 
tivities. If Northwest was to have 
a policy in place to drug test 
students, it wouldn't be the only 
school to have such policies. 

“Other schools that | know of 
are Columbus, Schuyler, Scotts- 
bluff, and Central City,” North- 
west Superintendent Matthew 
Fisher said. 

The idea was brought to the 
administration by concemed 
staff members. 

“Certain staff members came 
to the administration with con- 
cerns of students, who might be 
doing drugs such as heroin and 
cocaine," Fisher said 

An important thing that 
students and parents should 
know is that all testing has to be 


randomly done through extra- 
curricular activities. 

“The tests have to be ran- 
dom, and we can’t test students 
who attend school, but we can 
make it an extra requirement for 
those involved in extracurricular 
activities,” Fisher said. 

After doing some checking 
with other schools Fisher and 
other administrators found that 
some parents opted to have 
their students drug tested by the 
school. 

“Some of the schools even 
said parents opted their kids 
into random drug testing even 
though they weren't involved in 
extracurriculars,” Fisher said. 

Some companies that pro- 
vide drug testing contacted 
Northwest after reading the 
agenda in the Grand Island 
Independent newspaper. 

“A company called me to tell 
me about their company’s ser- 
vices that they provide for other 
schools,” Northwest Principal 


Tim Krupicka said. 

There are a couple of differ- 
ent ways that the drug compa- 
nies do their testing. 

“This particular company 
tests by doing urinalysis and by 
doing hair analysis,” Krupicka 
said. 

With a hair analysis test, 
there is an opportunity to test 
for drugs that a urinalysis can’t 
detect. 

“The hair analysis test can be 
used to detect substances that 
may have already passed through 
the body system, but may still 
remain in trace amounts in the 
body," Krupicka said. 

After discussing the idea, the 
Board of Education of Northwest 
entertained a motion to have a 
policy regarding random drug 
testing brought to the December 
board meeting. The December 
board meeting will take place on 
Monday, December 14th, 2015 
at 7pm in the Northwest board- 
room. 


E-Cicarertes 


DRUG ABUSE STATISTICS 
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Cocaine 1.8% 2.6% 4.6% 


Heroin 0.9% 1.0% 
MetHAM- 
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1.4% 1.9% 


Cigarettes 22.6% 
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8.0% 13.6% 
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Raising Cane’s brings new version of chicken to GI community 


CELESTE THOMPSON 
STAFF WRITER 


This is Raising Cane’s first 
restaurant opening outside of 
Lincoln and Omaha area. Most 
of Grand Island has been excit- 
ed about it opening. 

Mostly everyone is satisfied 
with the new food attraction 

“1 think that Raising Cane’s 
opening in Grand Island is a 
nice addition,” senior Cydney 
Lounsbury said. 

Raising Cane’s serves chick- 
en fingers, their Cane’s sauce, 
creamy coleslaw, crinkle-cut 
french fries and grilled texas 
toast. 

On the day of its pre-open- 
ing, the restaurant raised 8,000 
dollars for the Grace Founda- 
tion. That displays that Raising 
Cane'’s tries to help out the 
community. 

“Everything they do for 
the community is amazing,” 
Raising Cane’s employee senior 


Raising Canes opened November 5th on 1230 Allen 
Drive, Grand Island. PHotos ry CeLeste THOMPSON. 


Tatum Ralston said. 

The company tries to focus 
on pet welfare, enhancing 
education, feeding the hungry, 
business development entrepre- 
neurship and promoting active 
lifestyles. They have a commu- 
nity request system on the com- 
munity tab on their website. 

New employees have had a 
positive experience so far. 

“I love it! I've never had so 
much fun. I can say | actually 
look forward to going to work,” 
Raising Cane’s employee Lily 
Martinez said. 

All the new employees 
trained together for the open- 
ing. 

“I’m glad | got to learn 
alongside everybody,” Ralston 
said. 

Ralston has had a positive 
experience so far. 

“| have a great and friendly 
boss,” said Ralston. 

Ralson has been happy with 
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her coworkers as well. 
“Everyone there is so friend- 
10 one is left out,” Ralston 


Some people seem to be 
fond of the convenience of it 
being in Grand Island. 

“It has been one of my 
favorites since my friend in- 
troduced me to it in Lincoln,” 
Lounsbury said. 

So far Raising Cane’s has 
gotten great reviews. 

“They have scrumptious 
chicken fingers and overall a 
pretty great place to eat,” senior 
Sam Etudor said. 

“It’s a popular restaurant 
with high quality chicken. The 
sauce is what everyone seems 
to really love,” Lounsbury said. 

There had been anticipation 
among many students since the 
new restaurant was announced. 
“V'm so glad it’s finally here 
in Grand Island. I've been wait- 
ing for months,” Etudor said. 


One Act sets goals high for the season 


CELESTE THOMPSON 
STAFF WRITER 


As anew cast member, sophomore Tan- 
ner Hodson wasn't sure what to expect... 
One Act sets a serious tone this year with “The play this year is kind of morbid and 
their production of “The Wreckers.” serious, and if | had a choice, | would've 
“really like the play, but it’s a big change chosen a funnier play, but this one is al- 
from last year. Last year’s play was a comedy __ right,” Hodson said. 

and really fun to put on, but this year’s is The team’s first One Act festival was in 
more serious,” junior Lacie Nelson said. Ord on Nov. 9th. They also performed Nov. 

The play has a much darker tone than 12th at Kearney High, Nov. 23rd at Central 
previous years’ productions. City, and Nov. 24th at Lincoln High. 

“It is about these villagers who pray to District competition will be held Dec. 5th 
God for more shipwrecks because they pro- _ in Kearney; State competition is Dec. 11th. 
vide for their needs to survive,” senior Emily “We have a lot more cast members this Junior Mitchell Canfield, senior Brandon Gannon, junior Jeffrey 
Earl said. year than usual. We have about half new Sokol, senior Jayden Falldorf, junior Lacie Nelson, and junior 
Students in One Act stay after school people and half returning members,” Earl Morgan Garrett rehearse a scene before their upcoming com- 
doing full run throughs and dress rehearsals said. 
for hours. The One Act cast normally does a more 

“I love the work we have done,” junior comedic play. 

Jeffrey Sokol said. “feel like, based on the past plays that 
With a sizable cast, every One Act stu- we have done, our competition won't see 
dent has a role. it coming. We have a great ensemble that 

“There are so many parts in this play, so really makes this play work,” Reynolds said. 
everyone has a role or a character to play,” Even with a serious piece, most cast 
senior Alexis Reynolds said. members have enjoyed the rehearsals. 

The lead roles are Thirza, played by Alli “think a humorous play would have 
Mehring, Avis, played by Morgan Garrett, been more fun, but it’s still been a fun expe- 
Mark, played by Stetson Guyette, and Pas- rience,” Hodson said. 
coe, played by Jeffrey Sokol For many students, One Act is more than 

After being in a comedy, the change was _a year’s experience. 
noticable for senior Emily Earl. “I love One Act and | will do whatever 
“It’s more serious and intense than fast. | canto do One Act my senior year,” Sokol 
and funny like previously,” Earl said. said. 


How technology has changed in the past 50 years 


petitions. — PHoro ry MircHe.t Evans 


Junior Jeffrey Sokol, seniors Stetson Guyette, Allison Mehring, 
and junior Morgan Garrett practice lines in the One Act play. 
Proto py MITCHELL EVANS 
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AMANDA D BORE 22 AE BTOCR EE “Lots of technology has changed in the past In recent years, technology costs have 
prance: 15 years I've been doing this. When | started declined, making it easier for schools to provide 
Technology has changed greatly in the past in 2000 at Centura High School, technology technology for students and staff. 
50 years, and many schools see the importance __was very expensive so we had to share a lot. “In 2005 [at Centura] we were able to get a 
of keeping up with the changes. Schools know Not all teachers had a computer, and we had laptop to every teacher and then the next year 
that if they get technology for the students maybe one computer for every 20 kids to share,” we went 1:1 with laptops. Over the next couple 
for educational purposes, it will help them in Technology Coordinator Brian Gibson said. years we started to add more LCD projectors and 
school. As time went on, more computer technology smartboards to classrooms,” Gibson said 
Teachers probably didn’t have technology was available for student use. Moving schools, Gibson saw how different 
when they started teaching. “We used devices like clickers and school districts handle technology needs. 
“When | started teaching there really wasn’t AlphaSmart pads. Clickers were like a remote “In 2008, | came to Northwest and | felt like 
much technology for students. We didn’t control that kids could answer quiz questions | was starting over a bit. The district was much 
even have computers. Now all students have on. AlphaSmart pads were just simple word larger and it was harder to stretch the budget to 
their own device and teachers have access to processors that you could type a paper on and meet all students’ needs. In 2012 we finally went 
computers, Apple TV, iPads, etc.,” digital media _ then plug into a computer and download what 1:1 with iPads and switched to Chromebooks in 
teacher Colleen Childers said you typed,” Gibson said. 2014,” Gibson said. 


Pre-1930s educational — Every Northwest 
technology cons student had us "7 
: Manual typewriters a 


we d 1940-1980, 


until they were — : 
replaced by clei: introduced to Northw. 
yoewrtes ——— students in 2014 


Black Friday shopping should be avoided 


Black Friday is possibly 
one of the worst days of the 
year. To some it is a great 
day to get all your Christmas 
shopping done for a great 
price, but for me it is a noisy 
MITCHELL Bvans Mess. Black Friday is the one 
STAFF WRITER day of the year that just about 
everyone turns into complete 
animals in order to get a pair of jeans for fifteen 
dollars off the regular price. 

From a customer's point of view, Black 
Friday is great because you can get everything 
that you want for an unbelievable price, but for 
some, it’s just a family affair. 

“Black Friday has been a tradition for my 
sisters, my mom, and myself for years. We used 
to get up at 4:00 am and go and stand in line 
outside stores waiting for them to open. More 
recently, we get up around 6:00 am and go 
shopping. It’s more about the tradition and time 
with family that the actual shopping!” careers 
teacher Colleen Childers said. 

As someone who works in retail and will be 
working on Black Friday, I can say lam defi- 
nitely not looking forward to that day; in fact, | 
hate it. All the people yelling, check-out lines 
wrapped around the store, and even being as- 
saulted by customers because you aren't going 


fast enough are things that some employees can 
expect on the “holiday.” 

"W's bad. People are mean, and cranky. They 
are very disrespectful. They want everything 
right away. It’s chaos. By the time my shift is 
over, the line hasn't moved. The line is endless. 
It makes me want to cry, but | don’t, because | 
don't have time. Plus, breaks are rushed. Black 
Friday is very hard,” senior Monica Lopez said 

Many employees working see the worst of 
humanity on this joyous day. 

“As a worker for Black Friday | believe that 
it can be a cruel and scary experience that no 
one should have to go through. Working Black 
Friday shows how cruel and selfish people real- 
ly can be and all because of a pair of boots that 
they may or may not ever wear that just happen 
to be a few dollars cheaper than the original 
price,” senior Aleesa Korell said. 

Over the past ten years, seven people have 
died and 98 people have been sent to the hos- 
pital because of Black Friday violence 

‘A worker died at a Long Island Wal-Mart af- 
ter being trampled in a Black Friday stampede. 
Thanksgiving Day bargain shoppers sent an 
11-year-old to the hospital. 

Do you really think that 60 dollars off a pair 
of shoes really worth killing someone or send- 
ing them to the hospital? 


Even before | had to work on Black Friday, 
| wouldn't go out shopping that day because 
| wouldn't want to have to deal with getting 
sucker-punched in the face by an old lady over 
a 100 dollar television. 

Black Friday is a great day if you want to see 
the true greed in people; they will do whatever 
it takes to get their “Black Friday Deals”: even 
abandon their own morals. 

According to Syracuse.com, an estimated 
95.5 million people who went Black Friday 
shopping in 2014, and on average, they spent 
700 dollars. 

Black Friday is a good day to get your Christ- 
mas shopping done, but at the cost of your safe- 
ty and sanity. 

People everywhere love the idea of Black 
Friday because of how great the sales are, but 
from the point of view of the ones who have 
to work on Black Friday it is their least favorite 
day of the year. In addition, many of the “deals” 
on Black Friday have actually been sold for the 
same price at other times through the year, and 
often the highest discounts are on the lowest 
quality items. 

| think that instead of getting a broken arm 
over a new entertainment system you should 
stay home and avoid the craziness that is Black 
Friday. 
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KAYLEE GIBSON 
STAFF WRITER 

The world seems to revolve around 
money. Everyone in the world has a dif- 
ferent sense of how money is important 
to them. Some students at Northwest 
need to be more concemed with penny 
pinching than other students. Despite 
money being tight, Northwest offers 
some ways to get help or simply advice 
to students who need it. 

Ifa student's family makes less than 
a certain amount of money, they might 
qualify for free and reduced lunch and 
to have other fees waived. For exam- 
ple, there are scholarships provided for 
college level classes and waivers for 
chromebook and activity fees. 

Counselor Lori Merritt said that there 
|; are a couple ways, on top of fee waiv- 

ers, that students can receive help. 

“For example, if a student breaks 
their Chromebook and they have to 
pay for it, the school will work with 
|) that student. They would have to find a 


A: The annual budget for the schoo! district is $ 17, 
Education and Administration decides the budget. W 
of the schools and then determine how to meet those needs. 


Business office takes part in annual budget 


Q: On average, how much money does the school spend 
on school supplies? 

A: New textbooks can cost $80,000 for students. The purchase 
chromebooks was over $125,000. Other supplies can cost aboul $3 
~quipment or new furniture. 

Q: How does the school get the money? 
A: We allain money from the state and we also collect property taxes. 
Q: How many classes use online books 
instead of physical textbooks? 
A: Most classes share both online resources. If they are in a classroom they 
also have textbooks, if they need a hard copy 
Q: How does the school decide what to spend and what not to spend 


money on? 


ad 


AMANDA DECKER 
STAFF WRITER 


way to work it off, but the school would 
work with them. For example, the stu- 
dent could come after school and help 
the custodial staff to help pay for that 
chromebook,” Merritt said. 

Custodial help is not the only way 
that students can work off a debt 

“We have students working in the 
kitchen right now, those students get 
paid a regular wage to work in the 
kitchen and they also get their lunch for 
free,” Merritt said. 

Merritt described the school as being 
very flexible and willing to find students 
help with money. 

“if there is something you want to 
do, talk to the counselors or to Mr. 
Krupicka. If you can’t afford it let’s see 
if we can find a way to get you there. 
Whether that is working after school 
with the custodians, or doing something 
in the moming to help pay for those 
fees. | think the whole money thing is 
kind of overrated and it’s an easy excuse 
you can use. I think you can definitely 


0. The Board of 
mine the needs 


“Responses from Sharon Placke 


Fee waivers assist students with expenses 


find a way to work around it,” Merritt 
said. 

Merritt also offered some simple 
ways to save money so students do not 
find themselves in a place where they 
have to pinch pennies. 

“The impulse buy is usually what 
gets people in trouble. Most of the time 
it comes along with buyer's remorse. 
You will have the rest of your life to 
work, it's more important to be involved 
in activities, | think, than it is to have 
a job and be working to pay off a new 
car,” Merritt said. 

Along with saving money must come 
a budgeting system. 

“Start [budgeting] now because there 
are a lot of adults who don’t know how 
to budget. Start keeping track of what 
you're spending on your gas, food, 
clothes, and decide if that’s appropriate 
or not. Once you get to college, you'll 
have those loans and fees to pay, so you 
need to have an accurate idea of what 
you're putting out,” Meritt said. 


Cheerleading 
$ 2,000-$ 3,000 
(Cheer Camp, Uniforms, 
Equipment) 
Cross Country 
$50 (Shoes) 
Band 
50 (Uniform) 
Volleyball 
$ 150-200 (Club Volleyball) 
44 Karat Gold Show Choir 
f se + Other fees) 
FFA 
$30 (Dues) 
Activities Fee 


“These are only a few of the 

many school activilies at Northwest 

All costs are a rough estimation only 
provided by current participants 

of each activity. They do not include 
aclivily fees, required fundraising, 

or (-shirt fees” 


JENNIFER CLEMENT 
CO-EDITOR 


The average high school senior attend- 
ing a public school, pays hundreds of dol- 
lars just so they can walk across the stage 
to get their diplomas. That does not even 
cover the cost for the graduation parties 
or the announcements. 

“1 do think it is quite ridiculous how 
much is spent on things for graduation. 
We do have to keep in mind, however, 
that things such as the gowns, cards, and 
pictures are more personalized objects, 
which tend to cost more. Also there 
are plenty of ways to spend less when 
it comes to graduations, we just don’t 
happen to use them. We go for the more 
professionally done or spectacular grad- 
uation items or party locations because 
graduation is a huge milestone in our life 
and we want to make it as memorable 
and perfect as possible. This is literally the 
same thing people do with weddings,” 
senior Shelby Mueller said. 

To graduate, a student needs to buy a 
cap and gown and pay their senior dues. 
To get into a college, they need to apply, 
and take the ACT. 

Underclassmen and seniors alike may 
not realize all of the costs that are in- 
volved for being a senior. Sometimes the 


Senior Clothing- 


Custom Tassel- 


Senior year expenses stress students 


costs get out of hand. 

“| believe that seniors do pay a lot. 
| think that graduation announcements 
are crazy expensive. Most people do use 
Jostens just because it is easy, but a lot 
of people can’t afford it. Then the par- 
ties are expensive in itself, like buying a 
cake, buying invitations, buying a main 
meal, and renting a place to hold the 
party. So much thought is put into things 
that shouldn't cost much. Seniors pay too 
much when they shouldn't. It is their last 
year and we should spend it having fun 
and not worrying about money,” senior 
Alexis Price said. 

Normally, a graduation party takes 
place at a public venue or in a person’s 
house. After the location is set, the host 
has to pay for decorations, food, and 
other unique touches for their party. This 
can add up to thousands of dollars really 
quick. 

“[l personally think that] it is not really 
expensive. You don’t have to buy any- 
thing unless you pay for your cap and 
gown. Which in reality doesn’t even cost 
a lot. | feel like everyone goes overboard 
on parties and announcements and on 
everything else. You should have that 
money set aside for college,” senior Devin 
Tatro said. 


The Cost of Being a Senior 


Senior dues- 


$5 


Collec ge Tri S- 


$12 
Announcements and 


p_and gown- 
5 (without cus- 
tom lassel} 


Applications- 
$0100 


“Nearly 


all prices are estimations” 
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AUSTIN FRANSISCO 
STAFF WRITER 
Like all high schools, Northwest's goal is to 
prepare its students for life after high school. To 
assist teachers and build curriculum that would 
help prepare students for “H3” jobs (High 
Wage, High Demand, High Skill), Northwest 
applied for funding through the Nebraska De- 
partment of Education’s (NDE) reVISION grant. 

“The reVISION grant is money that is made 
available to schools to help them evaluate and 
align their career education programs with state 
and local business and industry needs. The it 
tial grant is for $5,000, which is to be used for 
the planning process. After a school completes 
the planning process, they are then eligible to 
apply for additional grant funds," said superin- 
tendent Matthew Fisher. 

Curriculum instruction and assessment 
director Jeanette Ramsey played a large part in 
obtaining the grant for Northwest. 

“To apply for the initial reVISION grant, | 
had to fill out an application for NDE regard- 
ing middle school career exploration, career 
counseling, current career technical classes and 
pathways offered at Northwest High School, 
as well as clubs and organizations affiliated 
with the Career Technical Education courses,” 


KAYLEE GIBSON 
STAFF WRITER 


I's. a common belief that support from 
outside forces is necessary to have a successful 
performance. Head volleyball coach Diane 
Rouzee expressed that Northwest High School 
is overflowing with support. 

“The school support this year is really awe- 
some. The softball players came and watched 
{the volleyball team]. [The volleyball teaml 
went and watched cross country and softball. 
They also went to football games and made a 
big cardboard boat. I think the general school 
spirit has been way better between programs 
this year and that has been nice to see,” Rouzee 
said. 

Rouzee really appreciates all of the sideline 
support for the volleyball team. According to 
Rouzee, support comes from many different 
places, 

“First of all, the parents and families are 
really big supporters. They provide a lot of food 
and a lot of things for the kids outside. Our 
coaching staff does a lot of stuff for the kids. 
We buy them ice cream, cookies, treats, and 
surprises here and there just to keep it fresh. The 
band has always been a big supporter of vol- 
leyball. At games, the music is a big motivating 


Ramsey said. 

One of the ways the Northwest administra- 
tion has been trying to adjust the classes offered 
at Northwest is by discussing the topic with 
local employers. 

““As part of our planning process that is being 
funded by the grant, we set up a day where 
people from NDE came in and met with all of 
our career education teachers and the admin- 
istrators to review what we are currently doing 
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Northwest teachers and administrators meet with 
community and business leaders to discuss what 
skills stuclents should have when entering the 
workforce. PHOTO RY COLLEEN CHILDERS. 
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factor for the kids; we love it. The student body 
coming to the games and dressing up and the 
themes and cheering means a lot. The sideline 
support is a really big deal. We want to play 
volleyball, we don’t want to work volleyball. 
We want a lot of fun memories besides the 
games and the scores,” Rouzee said. 

Rouzee also described ways the volleyball 
team tries to repay all of the of the support they 
receive forward. 

“We've tried really hard to find ways of 
doing things for the community. We try to do 
things for other sports. We try to generate a little 
bit of that pay-it-forwardness and not do it for 
the glory or recognition, but just do it because 
it’s a good thing to do. It makes coming to 
school more fun when you know it’s a good 
place to be and everybody is into it and doing 
their part and doing what they can for other 
people. It makes you feel good inside too,” 
Rouzee said. 

Rouzee also said that she believes North- 
west accomplished a lot this fall because of the 
school spirit. 

“Everyone is a Viking and everyone is 
supporting all Vikings no matter what they are 
doing. It’s been an awesome year for [the vol- 
leyball team]. The coaching was easier, the kids 


School makes connections through reVISION grant 


and to discuss how to best gathe 


input from 
businesses and industries in our area. Most 
recently, a meeting was held where the teach- 
ers and administrators met and discussed what 
skills employers are looking for and how they 
might partner with Northwest High School to 
better prepare students when they reach the 
workforce,” Fisher said. 
Northwest has already received the initial 
$5,000 grant to use for the program. Ramsey 
believes that the reVISION grant will make an 
impact in student's lives 

“I believe the work the team will do in the 
next few months could impact student course 
choices as well as open opportunities for more 
real-life application of skills. This work will help 
us better prepare our students for the future 
talent pipeline and workforce of Nebraska,” 
Ramsey said 


Superintendent 
Matthew Fisher 
explains the 
goals of the 

| reVISION grant 
to community 
members. 

PHoTo Ry COLLEEN 
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Northwest school spirit and spectator support skyrockets 


were fun, but all the other things make it worth- 
while. I've really enjoyed seeing all the sup- 
port. | am all about making other people feel 
good but it sure feels good to have someone do 
things for you once in awhile,” Rouzee said 

Senior Hannah Klanecky is involved in 
speech, girls golf, and various bands including 
marching band. 

“In band, the sports teams support us greatly. 
In speech and golf, it’s usually our parents who 
support us, but my teammates are really sup- 
portive, too. The come and watch me and cheer 
me on. | think just coming to watch [a team] 
means a lot. | feel like it makes us perform bet- 
ter,” Klanecky said 

Both Rouzee and Klanecky said words could 
not describe their gratitude and thanks for all of 
the support. 

“What we accomplish has a lot to do with 
the people behind the scenes. It may be our 
spouses, our families, our brothers and sisters 
—kids that | may not even know the name of,” 
Rouzee said 

“[The support | receive] helps me do better 
competing or performing and it makes it more 
fun of an experience. People are enjoying what 
you are doing. It gives you a reason to do it well 
because people are enjoying it,” Klanecky said. 


Fallout 4 takes huge leaps forward and small steps backward 


AUSTIN FRANSISCO 
STAFF WRITER 

fallout started as a RPG series from the late 
90's but has now become a legendary first 
person shooter/ RPG series. Ever since Bethesda 
Game Studios released Fallout 3, people have 
been wanting a sequel. After seven years we fi- 
nally have a proper follow up to Fallout 3 in the 
form of Fallout 4. Does Fallout 4 live up to the 
hype that has been building all these years? 

Simply put, Fallout 4 is a great time that is 
accessible to both old fans and newcomers to 
the series. To enjoy the game you really don’t 
need to know anything about the previous 
Fallout games. The game takes place in the 
post-apocalyptic wasteland that used to be 
Boston and its surrounding areas. Your goal is to 
traverse the wasteland in order to find your lost 
son 

You make your own character at the be- 
ginning of the game, just like previous Fallout 
games. This time, though, the character you play 
as is fully voiced during conversations. 

At first | felt that having this feature was odd 
for a Fallout game, but eventually it grew on me 
as | continued playing. But the dialogue options 
this time around felt a little weak and restrictive 
as there weren’t many options you could choose 


Black Ops III is possibly the best Call of Duty so far 


MITCHELL EVANS 
STAFF WRITER 


Everyone has a favorite hobby to pass the 
time, whether it is reading, watching TV,, ot 
even collecting stamps, but many people also 
enjoy playing video games. A very anticipated 
game came out earlier this month called Call 
of Duty: Black Ops 3, which is the latest video 
game produced by Treyarch 

Black Ops 3 is a first person shooter that 
takes place in 2065. The campaign was action 
packed from the get-go with a lot of gunfire 
involved. As you progress through the game the 
setting changes to many different places like 
Egypt where the scenery is amazing. Having 
that said you could tell Treyarch put a massive 
of time in the graphics of the game. The cam- 
paign also has its fair share of twists and supris- 
es as you learn more about yourself and your 
team. 

Like every other first person shooter, Black 
Ops 3’s multiplayer is full of flying bullets and 
death. What Treyarch did to make the multi- 
player gameplay more unique is they added 
special character abilities called specialists that 
give you power ups to help you advance up the 
Teaderboard. | like the fact that they brought 


from. 
There are a lot of choices you have to make 
throughout the game such as what faction you 
want to ally with and who you want to help. 
Having these choices is great but | wish the dia- 


SS 


logue options were as strong. 

The combat and gunplay in Fallout 4 is better 
than it’s ever been. With a variety of weapons 
you can approach enemies in a variety of ways. 
You can go guns blazing, be stealthy, or let your 
allies do most of the shooting. You also can cus 
tomize and use power armor that makes your 
equipment feel more personalized 

I rarely got bored with combat and didn’t 


specialists to the game because it helps the 
player gain an edge on others. | also like how 
they added a new way to make your character 
more your own, they added outfits that you can 
unlock and paintjobs that you can put on your 
guns. A negative to the multiplayer would be 
When you die you spawn in some random loca- 
tion getting killed instantly 

Treyarch always amazes me with the crea- 
tivity of their zombie maps, they always find a 
new creative way to make each map its own. 
Treyarch added a new element to zombies, a 
three headed boss called a Margwas that you 
have to kill in order to progress through the 
game. They also added objectives in order to 
do things like upgrade guns. You have to collect 
relics and charge them to open the room to 
upgrade your gun. 

Treyarch’s new Call of Duty: Black Ops 3 
has brought back the fun and action packed 
feel that they deliver in every Call of Duty game 
they them make, mixed with a new way to 
play and make your character your own. Even 
though the game has only been out for less than 
a month, many player along with myself will 
look forward to what this game has to offer us 
in the months to come 


feel like it was too easy or too hard at any point. 

The crafting in Fallout 4 is one of the biggest 
differences from the previous games. The player 
gets to manage their own settlements and craft 
improvements for them. Alll of the random junk 
in the game is no longer useless because just 
about anything can be used to craft items. The 
leveling system is much closer to Skyrim’s sys- 
tem than Fallout 3’s this time around. This makes 
specializing in a certain skill tree based on perks 
you get when you level up instead of numbers. 
Ifeel like this change made specializing on a 
certain crafting system or play style much easier 

Post-apocalyptic Boston feels like an actual 
world. Although the graphics are not quite as 
good as other modern games, they are leaps 
ahead of the previous Fallout's graphics. 

The atmosphere feels unique with all of the 
1950's music and style mixed with futuristic 
technology. The story and locations kept me 
intrigued throughout most of the game 
Fallout 4 is a very good addition to the Fall- 
out series that improves upon many of the old 
Fallout mechanics. Some changes may annoy 
Fallout 3 fans, but most of the changes work 
well. I would recommend Fallout 4 to both old 
fans of the series and people who want a good 
point to get into the series. 
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Dodgeball tournament draws crowds 


BRENDEN HOLLING 
STAFF WRITER 


Fox. Each person that competed 
received a hand-made trophy made 
from salvaged pistons, wrenches, 
and a dulled saw blade base. 
SkillsUSA raised about five 
hundred dollars from the dodgeball 
tournament. Part of the money was 


going to buy a twin bed for a young 
boy provided by Grand Island 
Habitat for Humanity; however 
most of the money was stolen. 

Another part of the money was 
going to buy Christmas presents for 
a United Way family 


SkillsUSA is a group of students 
that perform in competitions 

such as cabinet making and 
firefighting. The group ensure that 
future generations have a skilled 
workforce. Like most groups, they 
need to raise money for themselves 
and charity. Each year, they host a 
dodgeball tournament. 

The group is led by construction 
teacher Keith Dubas and 
SkillsUSA president, senior Kip 
Jones. Members of SkillsUSA 
performed jobs including umpiring, 
advertising, and making the 
trophies for the annual dodgeball 
tournament. 

The tournament had an 
attendance outcome of 17 teams 
including four junior high teams, 

a Cedar Hollow staff team, a 
Northwest staff team, and 11 
Northwest student teams. The 
students came up with unique 
names for their teams including 
the Purple Cobras, the Alpha Phi 
Alphas, and the Manufacturers. The 
winning team was the Blueberry 
Yum-Yums; consisting of seniors 
Christian Ellsworth, Brook Brown, 
Ryan Gill, Bryce Williams, Preston 
Sundermeier, and freshman Jarod 


KRAMER’S WRECKER SERVICE, INC. 


Light and Heavy Duty Towing 


The winning team, the Blueberry Yum-Yums, consisted of: (front row) Preston 
Sundermeier, Bryce Williams, Jarod Fox, (back row) Taylor Gannon, Ryan Gill, 
Christian Ellsworth, Brook Brown, Colton Helgoth, and Blake Gustafson. 
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Fall Sports 
fecal 


Football: Finished the whole 
season with a record of 6-4. 
Hosted first playoff game in 20 
years, but fell to Pius X. 


Volleyball: Finished the whole 
season with a record of 33-3. 
Made it to the State semifinals, 
but fell to Gretna. 


Winter Sports 
Preview 


Girls Basketball: Coming off 
of a an 11-13 record from last 
year. Key returners: Bailey Parr, 
Cherokee Reinhart, Kylie Broich, 
Kelsey Placke. 


Boys Basketball: Coming 

off of an 11-12 record from 

last year. Key returners: Will 
Mettenbrink, Brook Brown, Riley 
Glause, Christian Ellsworth. 


Wrestling: Coming off of a 
10th place finish with eight 
state qualifiers. Key returners: 
Austin Cooper, Mark Zepeda, 
Bryan Haines, Dylan Kemmet. 


3rd, 4th, 5th 


Good only at 
3660 W. Capital 1 
Grand Island, NE I 


Senior Spotlight 


Nicholas Mohler 


Age: 17 
Middle School: Cedar Hollow 
Activities: Cross country and golf 
Outside of school: A job at Toby’s Tire Center 
Plans for after high school: Going to UNL for Mechanical Engineering 


Advice for underclassmen: Get good grades and make good decisions. 
Don't be afraid to try new things. 


Interesting Fact: | have the number one spot for golf at Northwest. 
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GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE THIS NEW YEAR! 
SIGN UP FOR THE JANUARY 2ND BLoop Drive: 
Nortuwest HicH ScHoot From gaM To IPM 


Contact: JENNIFER CLEMENT OR ALEX STOCKER 
TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT. 


American 
Red Cross 


Together, we can save a life 


BRENDEN HOLLING 
STAFF WRITER 


Cydney Lounsbury 


Age: 18 
Middle School: Cedar Hollow 


Activities: Element Ministry, 14 Karat Gold, Marching Band, 
Concert Band, Softball Student Manager, Athletic Training, and FCA 


Plans After High School: Major in Performing Arts 
or Physical Therapy in New York 


Advice for Underclassmen: Take in every opportunity 
and get involved, you don’t get a second chance at this. 


Interesting fact: | have been a gold member at Starbucks 
for two years, but | don’t like black coffee. 


PRE-ORDER YOUR 
2015-2016 
VIKING YEARBOOK 


Buy today 
so your memories 
don’t fade away! 


$60 Ist SemEsTER 
SG5 2np SEMESTER 
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Dinsdaleauto.com 3312 W Stolley Park Rd 
Sales * Service Parts * Body Shop * Pre-Owned Autos * Trucks * SUVs 


$10 Oil Change 
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! for Northwest Students 
*with your student ID 


